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Perspectives
By Raina Kadavil

If I have learned anything from my fifteen
years of life, it would be that our lives are made
more interesting by our variety of perspectives.  We
are able to discover and learn new things because of
unique interests and perspectives. Yet we are too
often unable to unify as a human race and solve the
serious problems we all face in one way or another
because of this same reality: seven billion different
perspectives.

Running my own organization through White
Plains High School and working with activist or-
ganizations such as Students Rebuild, UNA-USA,
and, most recently, WESPAC, has exposed me to a
variety of different perspectives.  It has been a truly
wonderful and inspiring experience. I have met
plenty of people who disagree with me and that's
okay.  I have also met plenty of people who choose
to ignore the rest of the world and the troubles fac-
ing it and the problem I see with that is that, though
they may not realize it now, they are facing these
problems, too. And I have met people who are ra-
ther disagreeable, who will fight vehemently against
what many of us consider to be positive and pro-
gressive change.

But I have also been exposed to a series of per-
spectives that give me so much hope, that inspire
me, and make me want to learn more about our
world, make me want to do what I can to fix it.  I
first got involved with WESPAC by chance:  a
friend of mine with whom I had only recently re-
gained contact gave me a phone number.  I called
the number and, a few days later, ended up at my
very first public protest, against the imminent U.S.
military attack on Syria. There, I met some of the
most wonderful people I have ever met; there were

professors, writers, people of every kind, but most
importantly, what I saw there was a group of people
who were unafraid to speak their minds.  Unafraid,
and proud, in fact, to stand up for what they believe
in. Inspired people, immune to any fear of what
"others" may think, and encouraged by their passion
for the world and its people.

What's more beautiful than that?
From this, I have learned something else:

awareness is the key to change.  Once people begin
to become aware that something is very wrong with
their world, they begin to become uneasy.  And
once this unease with the status quo of conformity
leads them to take action, they feel empowered, and
become true activists.  What WESPAC and all those
involved are doing is essentially making a better
and more positive world and together, we can be the
key to the world that we want to see.

Raina is a student at White Plains High School.
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Syria: Actions Speak
Louder Than Words

By Mirene Ghossein

From August 21st -- The day Bashar al-Assad
allegedly gassed 1,400 of his own people, including
400 children -- to the present, we have heard many
conflicting reports on what happened in Syria. Yet,
on August 26, Secretary Kerry blamed the Syrian
resident for the Sarin gas attack, calling it a "moral
obscenity that should shock the conscience of the
world".

It is indeed a moral obscenity to kill 400 hun-
dred children, no matter who does the killing, no
matter the choice of arms. However it also takes a
gigantic amount of chutzpah for the only country in
history to have used two atomic bombs to speak of
"moral obscenity." Approximately 250,000 people
died in Hiroshima and Nagasaki (and many more
died later of radiation effects; thousands upon thou-
sands of children were burned to death.)

Kerry and Obama promised a quick and "lim-
ited" strike," no "boots on the ground," just to "pun-
ish" Assad. For days we read and saw on TV eve-
rything we could, trying to figure out what might
happen. As far as I can tell, no anchorman/woman,
or any of their guests, ever mentioned the children
of Fallujah.

Fallujah , the Iraqi city which goes back to
Babylonian times, was attacked by US forces twice
in 2004. On March 20, 2013, Al-Jazeerah invest-
tigative journalist Dahr Jemail, who had covered the
Iraq war and gone back 10 years later, reported that
Iraqi doctors told him of an "epidemic of birth de-
fects" and a "catastrophic" number of cancer cases,
especially leukemia. They blamed depleted uranium
and white phosphorous used by US troops during
the second battle for Fallujah.
(http://www.democracynow.org/2013/3/20/ten_year
s_later_us_has_left).

I have focused on children as victims of war for
one basic reason: using the death of children to ap-
peal for killing more children has to be the greatest
"moral obscenity" of them all.

WESPAC's activists and many thousands of
other sent emails, made phone calls, demonstrated
all over the country telling the President, the Con-
gress and the Senate: No Attack on Syria! No
Chemical weapons! No nuclear weapons! Diploma-
cy, not military intervention! NO WAR!

Notes from Nada
Next year we will

be celebrating 40 years
of WESPAC and there
is much to celebrate: a
proud history of work-
ing for a more just and
peaceful world. Our
vision is of a world
without nuclear weap-
ons or energy, Wall
Street greed or structur-
al racism, an economy

that guarantees each person a living wage, not min-
imum wage. We call for clean, renewable energy,
the closure of the Indian Point nuclear facility, and a
complete ban on fracking. Our Middle East Com-
mittee works in solidarity with Palestinians and Is-
raelis who seek a just, permanent solution to the
conflict.

This past year we have been busy organizing
community meetings on food justice, fracking, pub-
lic banking, youth activism, Peekskill tenants’
rights, freedom for Mumia, closing Guantanamo
and supporting local credit unions. We have organ-
ized street actions in support of justice for Trayvon
Martin, and we have marched to oppose a US attack
on Syria. We joined the Know Drones campaign to
march in front of the local FBI building to say "No
FBI use of Drones!" We organized buses to Wash-
ington, DC to demand immediate action on climate
change and stop the Keystone Pipeline, and we
brought a bus to the 50th Commemoration of the
Historic March on Washington. Our Food Justice
committee has made trips to the Wassaic Communi-
ty Farm and set up a weekly CSA (Community
Supported Agriculture) with the farmers. We are
working with Community Voices Heard to organize
a town hall meeting on poverty in White Plains.
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WESPAC helped publicize and organize the
recent Two Row Wampum Renewal Campaign trip
down the Hudson River to New York to promote
treaty and land rights recognition for Indigenous
Peoples. We have recently been asked by the Unit-
ed National Anti-War Coalition to serve as an an-
chor organization for the 2014 national anti-war
conference and we are in the process of finalizing
the venue.

How can you get involved? Would you like to
join or start an activist committee (Food Justice,
Middle East, Anti-Fracking, Friends of Turtle Is-
land, etc)? Would you like to come to our monthly
general meeting, where people share their activities
and hatch ideas for further action? Do you have
website/socal media skills? Would you like to vol-
unteer in the WESPAC office with phone calls, data
entry, website entries? Would you like to help us
leaflet in downtown White Plains on a social justice
topic of interest at lunch time? Host a house party
for WESPAC? We welcome your participation in
WESPAC. Email wespacfoundation@gmail.com or
call 914-449-6514 to get involved. And don't forget
to follow us on Twitter @WESPSAC_NY and like
our Facebook page: Explore WESPAC!

For a more just and peaceful future,

Nada
Executive Director, WESPAC

The Middle East Committee
By Laura Myerson

WESPAC’s Middle East Committee was in-
strumental in organizing the spirited demonstration
and 24-hour encampment in White Plains on Sep-
tember 6 against a U.S. military strike against Syria.
Our position is that conflicts in the Middle East can
only be resolved peacefully, through diplomacy and
international cooperation, not militarily or unilater-
ally by the United States. Demonstrators collected
hundreds of signatures on a petition to that effect
from passersby on the street, where the overwhelm-
ing sentiment was against military action. Over a
hundred protesters marched to the office of State
Assemblywoman Nita Lowey to challenge her to
take a clear position against military action, and
then again to present the petitions, which also went
to Rep. Elliot Engels, Sen. Charles Schumer and
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand.

On October 7th, WESPAC co-hosted, with Jew-
ish Voice for Peace Westchester, a talk by Dr. Nirit
Ben Ari, a university professor and contributor to
the Israeli newspaper Haaretz. Dr. Ben Ari ad-
dressed the treatment of Bedouin communities and
Sudanese immigrants, and racism in Israel.

The members of the Middle East Committee
are active on a variety of fronts. Ceil Lavan and
Women in Black have been conducting monthly
vigils in New Rochelle for years, demanding an end
to the Israeli occupation. Andrew Courtney has tak-
en his photo exhibition about Black Palestinians to
galleries all over the country. Felice Gelman has
been at the vanguard of support for the Palestinian
Jenin Freedom Theater, which toured the U.S. in
September, and she co-produced the first film by a
Palestinian woman, Fida Qishta, called Where Do
the Birds Fly? Priscilla Read and Marie Cooper
serve on the Islamophobia Coalition, based in White
Plains at the Ethical Culture Society.

Come join us! We meet once a month, and wel-
come new viewpoints and ideas. Contact WESPAC.
Let us know how you would like to get involved.

The Winning Path
to Immigration Reform
by Betsy Palmieri, Executive Director,
Hudson Valley Community Coalition

“[I]f American citizens don’t wake up and adopt the Virgil
Goode position on immigration, there will likely be many
more Muslims elected to office and demanding the use of the
Quran.” – Former Rep. Virgil Goode, R-VA, on the election of
the first Muslim congressman, Rep. Keith Ellison (D-Minn.),
CNN, Dec. 20, 2006

Well, one of those two men continues to hold
office in the U.S. House of Representatives, and it
isn’t Virgil Goode.  Comprehensive and just immi-
(continued on page 12)

Outside Nita Lowey's office on Sept. 6. Photo by Andrew Courtney



Undoing Racism
By Sandy Bernabei

Editor’s Note: All of WESPAC’s committees strive
to bring an anti-racist lens to their work. We took
a lead role in organizing the local rally for justice
for Trayvon Martin. WESPAC is an active mem-
ber of the Coalition for Police Reform. The video
we produced against fracking took the perspective
of Native Americans. Our Food Justice work high-
lights farmers of color. The Mideast Committee
works to expose the oppression of Palestinians.

The only thing that trumps structural racism is
to organize, organize, organize. We did and we are
here to share the good news!

It was August 2002 when a dozen social work-
ers gathered in an Ardsley living room and gave
birth to the AntiRacist Alliance and a vision that is
now being realized. As graduates of the Undoing
Racism Workshop, we envisioned a profession pre-
pared to work for anti-racist institutional change.

We organized one workshop after another that
provided a common language, education, lens and
strategy for change. We networked with other hu-
man service providers across the city, state and
country to build a net that works. 8,000 in total
completed the workshop in our area.  We are social
workers, clergy, teachers, community workers and
youth found in schools, boardrooms and nonprofits.
We are organizing everywhere and are called to

action anytime.
When Trayvon Martin was murdered, the Anti-

racist Alliance was outraged over lack of collective
action from a profession that works daily with the
pain and consequence of racism. We mobilized and
drafted a petition that was signed by thousands all
over the country calling upon NASW to mobilize
the profession to address the persistent trauma of
racism in the country and to prepare the profession
to address it within the spaces where we work,
which is in every institution in his country.

NASW, with a membership of 600,000, was
responsive. They made three promises: to host a
webinar on the issue of institutional racism, to hold
a think tank on racial equity, and to produce a final
report to our congressional representative on Capi-
tol Hill.

On November 18-19th, the National Association
of Social Workers is hosting the think tank sympo-
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sium, Achieving Racial Equity. Race equity experts
from different disciplines will gather to move the
profession from a “cultural competence” framework
to a “racial equity” framework.

As of 2013, there is not a single discipline in
our society that requires its professionals to demon-
strate an understanding of structural racism and its
impact on our citizenry. Social work professionals
work within and alongside professionals from every
field. The Think Tank Symposium is a bold oppor-
tunity to provide leadership, serve as a model, and
inspire action in systems and professions outside of
social work. We are all architects of future institu-
tions.

Join us: www.antiracistalliance.com.

Sandy is a founding member of the AntiRacist Alli-
ance, Pres. Elect, Nat’l Assn. of Social Workers,
NYC Chapter, and a WESPAC Board member.

Chelsea Manning –
Her Truth Makes Us Freer

By Maggie Goff

Editor’s Note: WESPAC supports full gay/lesbian/
transgender equality. We are proud to have served
as the incubator for The Loft (The Lesbian and
Gay Community Services Center). The Loft started
off with a desk at WESPAC and over time built its
own organization. We continue to collaborate with
The Loft, including with the annual Margaret
Eberly Fair Trade Festival.

Chelsea Manning (formerly known as Brad-
ley Manning) leaked thousands of government doc-
uments in April 2010 with the rationale that “infor-
mation should be free.” In July of 2013, she was
sentenced to 35 years in military prison. After being
arrested, she spent ten months in solitary confine-
ment, which was later determined to be “cruel and

unusual” punishment1. Her openness about her sex-
ual identity (she served under “Don’t Ask Don’t
Tell”) had her ridiculed in court. The public revela-
tion of her gender identity, unrecognized by the mil-
itary, means she is not serving her sentence in gen-
der appropriate housing. The truth did not set Chel-
sea Manning free, but the truths she revealed about
our country and herself, make us freer.

Since she entered the public sphere, Chelsea
Manning has revealed the truth: blowing the whistle
on US war crimes, and rejecting cultural norms. In
March of 2010, Manning downloaded a video doc-
umenting the destruction of the Afghani village of
Granai, where eighty-six of the 146 community
members were killed. Her subsequent public identi-
fication as transgender and her transition from
Bradley to Chelsea Manning confronted our nation
with its still pervasive homophobia. In a society full
of gay caricatures and high rates of crime against
trans people, Private Manning breaks stereotypes
and asserts that identity is not a cause for shame.

Manning chose life-long sacrifice in the in-
terest of the greater good, despite the overwhelming
harshness of the consequences. The actions of Pri-
vate Chelsea Manning have stirred in many people
in the US and around the world a renewed con-
sciousness of global militarism and its devastating
consequences. George Orwell said, “In a time of
universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolu-
tionary act.” Chelsea Manning is part of a growing
revolution for transparency, accountability and jus-
tice that has set the precedent for hackers such as
Aron Swartz and Edward Snowden, and others to
come.
__________________________
1 Bradley Manning Support Network

Maggie Goff, a student at Manhattanville College
and a member of WESPAC’s Mid-East Committee.



Fighting for Police Reform

By Steve Glusker

WESPAC is an active participant in the
Westchester Coalition for Police Reform (WCPR) –
formerly the Westchester Coalition for Policy Ac-
countability. The WCPR is a multi-racial, multi-
ethnic organization fighting for change in how law
enforcement relates to minorities. WCPR is a broad
based organization comprised of groups such as the
NAACP, the NYCLU, and the MLK Institute for
Non-Violence, Blacks in Law Enforcement, and
religious institutions as well as individuals outraged
by unjust police practices.  Julie Carran of the MLK
Institute chairs the group.  Kenneth Chamberlain,
son of Kenneth Chamberlain Sr., who was killed by
the White Plains police in November, 2011, plays a
leading role in the organization.

The killing of Kenneth Chamberlain Sr., a 68-
year-old African American, in his public housing
apartment by White Plains police provided the im-
petus for the formation of the WCPR.  A special
police unit responded to a call from Mr. Chamber-
lain’s live-aid company after he had inadvertently
triggered the device.  His killing is an example of
racially biased police misconduct and the failure of
the police to use non-violent methods to defuse sit-
uations involving emotionally upset people.

What made this incident unique is that Mr.
Chamberlain’s live-aid device recorded the confron-
tation.  The recording showed that the police taunt-
ed, cursed, and called Mr. Chamberlain a “nigger”
before using a Taser, a bean bag and, ultimately, a
gun to shoot and kill him.  After the shooting, the
Westchester District Attorney, Janet Defiore, failed
to get a Grand Jury to indict any of the officers, a
familiar script for incidents involving police shoot-
ings of people of color.  Incredibly, the DA saw no
racial bias in the Police’s use of the “N” word,
shamefully calling it a “diversionary tactic.”

In response, the WCPR held rallies, marches,
press conferences, and mobilized people to attend
and speak out at White Plains Common Council
meetings.  Speakers urging that disciplinary actions
(including termination), be taken against the offic-
ers responsible for Mr. Chamberlain’s death.  There
were also calls for the U.S. Justice Department to
investigate and bring criminal charges.  These ac-
tions attracted local media attention, and the City of
White Plains, responding to public pressure, com-

missioned an
outside review
of the police
department.
The consult-
ants’  report
gave high
marks to the
department
and, with only
a brief analysis, endorsed the way the police han-
dled the Chamberlain incident. It made only a few
minor recommendations. However the department
itself did make some changes: it disbanded the po-
lice unit responsible for the shooting and, apparent-
ly, now requires police to carry recording devices
on duty.

The Chamberlain killing was just one of several
police shootings in Westchester County in the past
few years.  Not coincidentally, all of the victims
have been people of color. Additionally. instances
of police brutality are virtually daily occurrences in
heavily minority communities such as Yonkers and
Mount Vernon. In Westchester and elsewhere, local
D.A.’s have proved incapable or unwilling to indict
law enforcement personnel.

In 2012, the WCPR developed specific objec-
tives seeking reform at the municipal, county, and
state levels.  These include establishing a special
prosecutor at the state level to investigate and pros-
ecute questionable police shootings. In addition,
WCPR proposed changes in the police protocols for
dealing with emotionally distraught people and for
increased numbers of people of color at all levels of
the police department in Westchester. It is building
support among Westchester’s elected officials and
in the state Legislature for these changes.

For the past year, the WCPR has sought to in-
crease public awareness and support for its goals.
In April, 2013, Cornell West was a keynote speaker
at a program which attracted over 300 people at the
AME Zion Church in White Plains. The WCPR has
also kept up presence in the street. After the
Trayvon Martin verdict, WESPAC initiated and the
WCPR supported a march with over 100 people and
drew 200 people to a town hall meeting at the Slater
Center in White Plains. Nada Khadar, Executive
Director of WESPAC, chaired these events.

Without significant change, the police will
continue to victimize people of color with no ac-
countability.



Chile, 40 Years Later
By Tarin Gonzalez

This September, as the world remembered
those whose lives were taken during the terrorist
attack in New York City, D.C. and flight 93 in
2001, millions of Chileans remember their loved
ones who were killed and tortured 40 years ago dur-
ing the hostile military takeover of the democrati-
cally elected government of Salvador Allende.

For two weeks, TVN (Television Nacional de
Chile) showed documentaries about the military
coup on September 11th, 1973 as well as interviews
with family members of those killed under the Pi-
nochet regime. But what was most interesting to me
during those two weeks, was hearing my mom talk
about her experience then.

“One night, I crawled on my hands and knees
onto the balcony in the house I worked in, above  la
Calle Providencia.  I was scared but I wanted to see
what was happening. I peeked over and saw a small
group of men and women who had been caught by
the military after curfew. I could see the soldiers
speaking to the group.  Then I saw the group run-
ning away from the soldiers. I thought, ‘Okay, the
soldiers told them to run home.’ Instead, the sol-
diers opened fire on them from behind as they ran,
killing them all.”

Mom always told me this story in tears; but
when she retold it on this anniversary, it was no
longer with tears in her eyes, but with a sense of
relief. She feels that now, after 40 years, her friends,
those who were killed and tortured, will get finally
get justice, as the Chilean government moves to
bring the perpetrators of these atrocities to trial.

This was just one of the many experiences my
mom can recall. My father, on the other hand, has
never been able to talk about what he experienced
as one of the thousands rounded up and imprisoned
inside El Estadio Nacional in Santiago, with the ex-
ception of one story. “It was chilly in the morning. I

was cold. I can’t remember who gave me a blanket,
but I had one. I woke that morning, like many other
mornings to a voice, the voice of a little girl. I had
not washed my face in days and I couldn’t see clear-
ly. I could make out the silhouette of her small body
outside the stadium gates. She’d yell, ‘Papito Juan,’
as if hoping that her daddy would hear her and yell
back, ‘I’m here!’ After, several times, all those
around me knew who Juan was, because every time
we heard that voice, a man would get up and walk
away from the voice, sit down and weep. We just
didn’t know if we were going to get out of there
alive”.

Watching him tell this story gives me goose
bumps. He tells it weeping as he tries to mimic the
cry of that little girl. Unfortunately, that voice will
forever haunt him, the same way his story will for-
ever haunt me.

My thoughts are with all those men and women
who were tortured and killed, with the grandmoth-
ers who walk the streets in silence, not knowing
where their grandchildren are or what they look like
now, fearing they might pass them and not recog-
nize them. I think about all the families who don’t
know where the bodies of their love ones rest. I
think about those babies who are now adults, de-
manding justice for the murder of their mothers and
fathers. I think about a generation that demands, as
we do, to live in a just world.

Tarin Gonzales, an active member of WESPAC, is
the daughter of two Chilean immigrants who sur-
vived the military coup of ’73.

Time
by Ibrahim Siddiq

Some are held captive by the past.
Assuming today won’t last,

They wait for it to pass.
Hoping the next day they see will set them free.
We always hear tales of tomorrow, but there is

none.
The only day that exists is this one.
We have memories of yesterday,

To remind us of what we’ve yet to accomplish,
But the intent of tomorrow is beyond us,

So take advantage of the day that’s upon us.



Free School 19!
6 Months Later

By LaMont OyeWale’Badru
Community Governance & Development Council

Editor’s Note: WESPAC is delighted to serve as
the fiscal sponsor of the Community Governance
and Development Council. LaMont and his col-
leagues presented the Free School 19 campaign at
a WESPAC members meeting, and WESPAC
honored LaMont and his work at its 2013 Annual
Awards Ceremony.

Last fall, around this time of the year, a group
of community members, students, and young pro-
fessionals from Southwest Yonkers came together
around a vision to create an anchor and a neighbor-
hood center for their community. That vision, along
with our hopes for our community’s future, was
embodied in the #FreeSchool19 campaign.

Our goal was to transform the old abandoned
school that sat at the center of our neighborhood, on
Jackson street, into a thriving center where youth
could assemble in a constructive space, as opposed
to street corners; where those in need of jobs could
receive training and employment services, and
where community members from all walks of life
could find something that appealed to them; a place
to foster community.

#FreeSchool19 was far from a pipedream. In
the months that the campaign had been in existence,
we were able not only to bring together a communi-
ty, but to assemble a strong project management
team that included an architectural firm, urban
planners, and professional fundraisers. We devel-
oped a business model for the center that would
eliminate the need for annual city funding, by leas-

ing the available space within the facility to institu-
tions and service providers that needed space in our
neighborhood. We had even been in talks with the
Yonkers Board of Education about their leasing
space within the facility to house a new high school
that would specialize in urban planning and com-
munity development. The possibilities were endless,
as we had support from many potential tenants as
well as funders interested in supporting the project.

We also thought that a project like this would
be seen as a win-win for the city. When Mayor
Spano was running for office, he spoke about his
interest in the City investing in neighborhood
schools to reduce the city’s cost on busing. The
concept of ‘community schools’ that combined fa-
cilities for school and community services was also
deemed a strategic funding priority by Governor
Coumo (who recently initiated a round of funding
for NYS projects). And on the national level, pro-
jects utilizing the ‘community school’ model popu-
larized by the Harlem Children Zone were being
funded throughout the country through the Promise
Neighborhood program administered through HUD.
We felt that the policy climate for this type of pro-
ject was perfect. We were determined!

The community had taken ownership. This was
our school, and we acted accordingly. On multiple

occasions, we organized community clean-ups of
the grounds of the dilapidated school and the sur-
rounding streets. On January 2nd, after multiple re-
quests for the City to donate or sell the building to
the non-profit organization we had formed, Com-
munity Governance & Development Council, the
city decided to issue a Request For Proposals for the



building and we submitted our proposal. It would
cost in the ballpark ten million dollars to complete
the construction, and of course, as a new organiza-
tion, we didn’t have the capital on hand to fund the
project upfront. So we asked to be optioned the
property for a negotiated period of time in order to
raise the funds we needed from foundations, finan-
cial institutions, and potentially a developer who
might serve as an equity partner.

We were one of two groups to submit pro-
posals for the building about a month after the an-
nouncement, but we weren’t privy to who the other
party was. At this point, our campaign was no long-
er just about the building, it was about an idea, and
that idea was self-determination.  Who should shape
what we see in our neighborhoods? Whose ideas are
valued? Is Yonkers capable of putting its communi-
ty development interests before raw economic de-
velopment interests?

Continued on last page.

New York is Already Feeling
the Effects of Fracking

By Susan Van Dolsen
Westchester for Change

Editor’s Note: WESPAC members are deeply con-
cerned about the possibility of Gov. Cuomo allow-
ing fracking in NY State. We have been very sup-
portive of the excellent work of both Grassroots
Environmental Education and Westchester for
Change in the struggle to ban fracking.

People often ask, “so what’s up with fracking?”
Friends who know of my obsession with this sub-
ject, reassure me by saying, “things seem sort of
quiet and it seems as Governor Cuomo isn’t going
to go ahead with fracking. You must be relieved.” It
would be nice to think that I could breathe a sigh of
relief and move on to other issues, but unfortunately
there is no rest for the weary activist!

Although the Governor has put the permitting
of fracking on hold as he awaits a report by Health
Commissioner Shah, what some New Yorkers don’t
know is that many people are already experiencing
the health, environmental and economic effects
from the full life-cycle of the shale gas extraction
process of hydraulic fracturing, known as “fracking.”

Last month, I arranged a tour of gas drilling
sites in Susquehanna County, PA for four of our

New York State legislators: Senator Latimer, As-
semblyman Buchwald, Assemblywoman Mayer and
Assemblyman Otis.  In addition, we visited the
compressor station that is now operating in
Minisink, Orange County.  The legislators met a
Dimock, PA resident whose water was contaminat-
ed, saw frack well sites and compressor stations and
learned from our guides about life living on the
frontlines of a gas drilling area.

These legislators came home with greater
knowledge of the potential harms from the fracking
process and awareness of the harm that is now oc-
curring here in New York from the build-out of gas
infrastructure and from the tons of toxic waste that
is currently being dumped in our state. In addition
to these potential effects from the shale gas process,
Westchester residents will shortly be recipients of
Marcellus shale gas delivered through pipelines.

One thing that may not be well known is that
Marcellus Shale is highly radioactive. Many of us
here in Westchester have had to do radon testing in
order to sell our homes and some of us have radon
vents due to the high radon content. Grassroots En-
vironmental Education has produced a fact-sheet
which states “Radon, the leading cause of lung can-
cer in non-smokers nationwide, is present in natural
gas. Currently gas is piped from the Gulf Coast
which has levels of radon at 5pCi/L or lower at the
wellhead and has four days to travel by pipeline to
NY, sufficient time for the process of radioactive
decay to reduce radon to a point below EPA’s ac-
tion level of 4pCi/L for mitigation of exposure dan-
gers. In contrast, the Marcellus Shale is known for
significantly high levels of radon. U.S. Geological
Society data indicate radon levels in the Marcellus
Shale may be 20 to 80 times greater than the current
Gulf Coast gas sources.” In November, the Spectra
pipeline will be completed and Con Edison will de-
liver Marcellus gas from Pennsylvania to NYC and



Westchester, which will be piped to our kitchen
stoves, hot water heaters, dryers and furnaces.

What has been done to address this issue thus
far? Assemblywoman Rosenthal and Senator
Savino introduced bills that would monitor the ra-
don coming through the pipeline. Please ask your
NY State Senator and Assemblyperson to support
A6863/S4921. Westchester County can also bring
this information to the attention of residents. Please
call your County legislator and County Executive
Astorino to ask whether they’re aware that radon
gas will be coming to our area in November and ask
what they plan to do to educate residents.

Although Governor Cuomo has not permitted
high volume, “fracking,” in New York, we are al-
ready confronting the effects of the shale gas build-
out. We must not be complacent. Please call Gover-
nor Cuomo and your local, county and state legisla-
tors to say you oppose all shale gas extraction and
support a renewable energy future for New York.

Resources: www.grassrootsinfo.org;
www.saneenergyproject.org;
www.catskillcitizens.org
Governor Cuomo: 518-474-8390
__________________________________________

Immigration Reform
(Continued from page 3 )

gration reform for the U.S. is much closer to be-
coming reality now than it ever has been.

In May of 2013, the U.S. Senate passed the first
bipartisan immigration bill since 2007, a product of
organizing, voter registration, youth activism and
community building by groups all over the country
including the Hudson Valley.  The Senate bill con-
tains many good provisions for reuniting families
and creating new citizens.  But it also contains some
devastating border-enforcement provisions that

were added by the Corker-Hoeven amendment,
which would double the number of agents on the
Southern border.

WESPAC members joined their voices with
people all over the region, state and country on
April 10 for the “Time Is Now” for Immigration
Reform rally. WESPAC member Tarin Gonzalez
was a featured speaker at the White Plains April 10
event, along with several young people and other
community members. Simultaneous immigration
reform events took place in Washington DC, and in
Newburgh and Carmel. Again on October 5, the
“National Day for Human Dignity and Respect”
when tens of thousands demonstrated nationwide,
WESPAC members joined with others in the lower
Hudson Valley for a rally and march for immigra-
tion reform in 2013.

Through the collaborative organizing efforts
and activism of WESPAC members and other
groups of the Hudson Valley Community Coalition
throughout the summer and into the fall, New
Yorkers are keeping the pressure on our electeds,
especially members of the House of Representa-
tives, who have yet to introduce an immigration re-
form bill. We’ve been able to keep the focus on se-
curing a path to citizenship for the 11.5 million
people without status, and on keeping families to-
gether, while resisting the continued militarization
of immigration enforcement that has been so dam-
aging to so many.  The fight is not over and we
must continue our advocacy for just and humane
immigration reform and against building up border
walls, guns and prisons as a “solution” to the chaot-
ic state of our immigration system. Join us!
www.hvccoalition.org.

A Legacy Suggestion

The work of WESPAC has grown over the
past 40 years because supporters have remem-
bered us in their wills. A bequest of a fixed
sum or a percentage of an estate ensures that
our voice will remain strong here in West-
chester and throughout the Hudson Valley.
WESPAC is a tax-deductible organization.
For more information, please call the office at
914.449.6514.
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WESPAC Food Justice Work Expanded with an Elias Grant

We are very pleased to inform WESPAC mem-
bers that our food justice work will be expanded
over the next year due to a generous grant from the
Elias Foundation.  Thank you, Elias!  Tarin Gonza-
lez will help grow WESPAC’s work in Port Chester
and in Spanish speaking communities around the
county. The unique demographics of Port Chester,
where people from all over Latin America and the
Caribbean reside within a two mile radius, affords
WESPAC’s Food Justice Committee a ripe oppor-
tunity to organize a series of meetings that can cap-
ture the expertise of so many immigrants. WESPAC
can take this opportunity to use our Spanish Lan-
guage materials to reach out to immigrant organiza-
tions that may be concerned about food justice,
farm worker justice, hydro-fracking, Monsanto and
food labeling.

We will tie in teach-ins about historical figures
and movements such as Cesar Chavez and the
Grape Boycott and the struggles and success of the
Coalition of Immokalee workers (CIW). The
WESPAC Food Justice Committee seeks to high-
light the voices and struggles of indigenous peoples
both here and abroad regarding the exploitation of
their lands and native foods that are now found in
upscale supermarkets at prices that working people
cannot afford.

Over the next year, we intend to build upon our
previous work and strengthen our food justice ad-
vocates network.  We will continue to highlight the
work of local farmers.  Our plans for the upcoming
year include:

• Developing a food justice action kit that will
include bi-lingual materials on nutrition, health and

gardening as well as seeds and a biodegradable
planter.  The kit will be a box that we will use to
give away to community members (we will not be
selling this kit). We will include instructions on
how to plant the seeds and care for the growing
plant.  We will use this kit as a promotional and
marketing tool for the food justice committee and
will be happy to provide you one as well!

• Organizing community forums that explore
healing through foods and traditional herbs with
Herbalists, particularly Herbalists of color who can
speak about the various uses of traditional herbal
remedies.

• Promoting awareness of farm worker rights.
We have maintained relationships with the CIW
(Coalition of Immokalee Workers) and may contin-
ue to partner with the CIW and other farm worker
movements in the future.

• Continuing to partner with local farms and
promoting Community Supported Agriculture
(CSA) membership. We will highlight the improved
quality of food as well as better working conditions
that are generally associated with smaller scale, lo-
cal farms. We will also raise awareness about inex-
pensive, organic alternatives to genetically modified
organisms.

If you would like to be part of this team that
works on these series, please let us know at
wespacfoundation@gmail.com .

WESPAC members visit the Wassaic Community Farm

A Morning in the Woods
By Doug DeCandia

The Sun Rose painted
Love in lines of juvenile light

onto the soft darkness of dawn.

Shadows showed themselves slowly,
shyly, holding tight

to the cold of an Autumn night;

and the cold held me
sweet by the hand

like an old and familiar friend.

At the kitchen table,
tea leaves steep in hot water
as the thin lines turn to day

and the cold, smiling, says "so long",
soon to return, soon to stay.



Free School 19, continued

A few weeks later we got word that our pro-
posal was not selected. Alma Realty, a developer
from Long Island, was rewarded a contract to con-
vert the school into market-rent apartment units. We
were told that Alma was selected because they had
more money up front to complete the project with a
faster turn-around. My heart was in a meat grinder
that day. The hardest part was telling everyone who
had worked so hard, that we were wrong, and that
our dream might not happen. We held a demonstra-
tion in front of the school building a few days after
it was announced to issue a letter of appeal to the
Mayor; but that was their decision, and they stuck to
it. A few days later I had to give a speech at the
WESPAC Foundation awards ceremony where I
was being honored for the work we were doing in
south Yonkers. I had hoped for that speech to be a
victory speech, but instead I had to hold back tears
because inside I honestly felt like I let my commu-
nity and our supporters down. I tried to keep the
message as hopeful as possible because, although
I’m not an overly religious person, I felt that ‘god
had a plan’, and that the opportunity would return
for us to claim what was rightfully ours.

Six months later, as I walk past School 19
(where no construction has taken place) almost dai-
ly on my way to the office, I think about the cam-
paign, and about the reasons it meant so much to the
people in my community. Every day there’s a new
story of someone getting shot, stabbed, arrested,
frisked, etc. This summer Victor lost his life, and
just last week a 14-year-old & 16-year-old kid from
my neighborhood was arrested for shooting in Getty
Square and hitting a toddler. If we don’t invest
spaces for our young to develop themselves, and
give them the opportunity to learn who they are and
understand their potential, the vicious cycle will
continue.

It doesn’t matter how many buildings you
put up along the waterfront, or in our neighbor-
hoods, because if you don’t invest in developing the
people of Yonkers, the City’s goals for overall de-
velopment will be doomed. CGDC is willing to
work with anybody, or against everybody to make
sure that the dreams of our community are respected
and brought to fruition. To paraphrase Langston
Hughes: “What happens to a community’s dream
deferred?  Does it sag like a heavy load? Or does it
explode?” Let’s see. CGDCNY.org@CGDCNY

2014
is the

40th Anniversary of
WESPAC

Help insure that WESPAC is
strong for the next 40 years!

Let us know you care –
join the growing list of
WESPAC supporters

who have pledged to contribute
$1,000 in 2014.

Please call us at 914-449-6514
or email

wespacfoundation@gmail.com.


